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CONFIDENTIAL  TRIPOLI  000289 

SIPDIS 

ERICKSON;  COMMERCE  FOR  NATE  MASON  AND  HISHAM  ELKOUSTAF ; CAIRO 
FOR  TREASURY  LIAISON  ALEX  SEVERENS 

E.O.  12958:  DECL : 4/7/2019 

TAGS:  LY  ECON  EAGR  EPET  EFIN  PGOV  ETRD 

SUBJECT:  CATERPILLAR  EDGING  CLOSER  TO  LIFTING  OF  BAN?  REF:  A)  TRIPOLI  258;  B)  TRIPOLI  157  CLASSIFIED  BY:  Gene  Cretz,  Ambassador,  U.S.  Embassy  1 
f.  1 . (C)  On  April  6,  the  recently-appointed  Secretary  of  the  General  People's  Committee  for  Industry,  Economy  and  Trade,  Mohammad  Ali  al-Hweij  ( 

T2 . (C)  Al-Hweij  said  as  soon  as  he  received  a letter  from  CAT  stating  it  had  terminated  the  current  dealership  agreement,  he  would  have  the  be 

f3 . (C)  Post  is  translating  a copy  of  the  relevant  law  (GPC  decision  number  315,  dated  5/18/2008)  and  will  forwarded  via  email  to  NEA/MAG.  Sepc 

f4 . (C)  Comment:  Al-Hweij  was  very  engaging  and  seemed  committed  to  working  with  CAT  to  have  the  ban  lifted.  However,  it  remains  to  be  seen  whe 


